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1 . WIDEMAN HEARING RESUMED THIS AFTERNOON (MARCH 24). SENATOR 
SALONGA CHALLENGED "EVIDENCE" GOVERNMENT HAS INTRODUCED, 
CLAIMING MANY OF THE WIDEMAN ARTICLES PRESENTED HAD NOT BEEN 
CITED IN ORIGINAL CHARGE SHEET. SALONGA ALSO POINTED OUT 
GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE TO SPECIFY HOW "EVIDENCE" SUPPORTED 
VARIOUS CHARGES. 

2. WIDEMAN WAS ASKED TO DESCRIBE HIS BACKGROUND, INCLUDING 
EDUCATION AND WORK EXPERIENCE. HE DISCUSSED HIS CHINESE 
LANGUAGE TRAINING AND WORK AS NAVAL OFFICER, INCLUDING SERVICE 
AS ADMIRAL'S AID IN TAIWAN. AFTER THIS RECITATION, 

COMMISSIONER REYES WISECRACKED: "AH, CIA." SALONGA ASKED 

HIS CLIENT WHETHER AS JOURNALIST HE SUBSCRIBED TO MARAL AND 
ETHICAL CODE. WIDEMAN REPLIED HE SUBSCRIBED TO PROFESSIONAL 
CODE, AS WELL AS TO MRS. MARCOS' RECENT STATEMENT DURING HER 
UN SPEECH ABOUT ETHICS, INCLUDING TRUTH IN REPORTING. 

SALONGA THEN PLAYED TAPE OF MARCOS PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
WHICH PRESIDENT TOLD NEWSMEN THEY FREE TO REPORT EVERYTHING 
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EVEN WHEN IT BORDERED ON LIBEL. 

3. LATEST COMMENT IN LOCAL PRESS WAS VALENCIA COLUMN IN 
MARCH 19 EXPRESS. HE SAID WIDEMAN RISKS CERTAIN THINGS IN 
HEARINGS. "FOR INSTANCE, SHOULD THE EVIDENCE SHOW THAT 

HE ACTUALLY INSTIGATED REBELLION AND OVERT ACTS OF REBELLION, 
HE CAN BE PROSECUTED LIKE ANY OTHER MAN. A CORRESPONDENT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

DOES NOT ACQUIRE THE IMMUNITY HE IMAGINES HE HAS - NO 
GOVERNMENT IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, 

WOULD TOLERATE A NEWS CORRESPONDENT WHO IS AIDING OPEN 
REBELLION AGAINST THE STATE. WIDEMAN IS OUT TO PROVE HE 
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO STAY. IN THE PROCESS, THERE ARE NO 
GUARANTEES THAT HE WON'T PROVE INSTEAD THAT HE DESERVES 
PROSECTUION. " BEGIN FYI WIDEMAN TOLD PRESS ATTACHE HE 
NOT DISTURBED BY VALENCIA REMARKS. END FYI. 

4. NEXT SESSION SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 29. 

SULLIVAN 
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